BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
otherwise blank spaces numerous adages and bits of
humor and homely common sense. Examples: "Dili-
gence is the mother of good luck," "Wealth is not his
that has it, but his that enjoys it," "It is hard for an
empty sack to stand upright/' "Keep thy shop, and thy
shop will keep thee," "Deny self for self's sake/' "The
proof of gold is fire; the proof of a woman, gold; the
proof of man, a woman," "Fish and visitors smell in
three days," "Who hath deceived thee so oft as thy-
self?" "Drink water, put the money in your pocket,
and leave the dry bellyache in the punchbowl." The
result of the almanac: instant success. Three editions
sell out in the first month. For twenty-five years
Franklin edits it, and its circulation never falls below
ten thousand copies. No less than seventy-five editions
of a compilation of its succinct wisdom have been
printed in English, and it has been translated into nearly
every language of the civilized world.
With the profits from his first almanac Franklin
branches out. Many villages and towns have sprung up
which have no print shops. Into one of these he sends
a printer he has trained. Franklin supplies the capital;
the man sets up a shop and pays Franklin one-third of
the profit. The project succeeds so well that he repeats
it in other towns. Thus the Franklin fortune grows
until, at the age of forty-two, he is a comparatively rich
man and able to retire.
Franklin as Citizen of Philadelphia. In the twenty-
eight years of his residence in Philadelphia, before his
45